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Pastor: Father Sebastian Saleth Pitchai
Phone: 608-534-6652
Deacon Kent Jacobson
Contact Parish office at: St. Bartholomew,11646 South Street, Trempealeau 54661
Our website: www.saintbartholomew.net

Emails: Fr. Sebastian - ssebastian@diolclergy.org
Deacon Kent Jacobson - kjacobson@diolclergy.org

Secretary: Cherie - secretary@stmstb.diolcparish.org

Parish Councils

St. Bartholomew Parish
Finance: Dan Lilla, Roger Amundson, Ed Smith, Larry Sonsalla, Tom Greylak, Patty Behan, Kris Krett, Laurelle
Lettner, Joe Plunger.

Pastoral: Cherie Schwertel, Darlene Schlesser, Daniel Lilla, Al Joyce, Candice Guenther, Kay Richtman, Jessi
Haney, Laurelle Lettner.

St. Mary Parish
Finance: Bruce Reedy, Tom Ladwig, Dave Mueller, Becky Harris, Sandy Salsman, Roger Betthauser, Don Teska,
Kris Gengler, Sarah Sagler

Pastoral: Kent Jacobson, Cindy Baer, Cindy Anderson, Sarah Sagler, Joseph Hellerude



Rejoice! The Lord Is Near
My dear Brothers and Sisters, this weekend we cele-
brate Gaudete Sunday, a joyful pause in our Advent
journey. The word Gaudete means “Rejoice”. To
reflect this spirit of joy, the rose candle on the Ad-
vent wreath is lit, reminding us that the coming of
Christ is very near.
In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah speaks to the
people of Israel during their time of exile in Baby-
lon. Although they were discouraged and longing
for freedom, Isaiah brings them a powerful message
of hope: God will soon restore them and lead them
back to their homeland.
He describes a future filled with healing, renewal,
and joy, a vision of deserts blooming and the weak
made strong again. Isaiah’s words remind God’s
people that their suffering will not last forever be-
cause God is faithful.
Today’s Responsorial Psalm continues this theme:
“Lord, come and save us!” 1t is a prayer of trust,
celebrating God’s compassion for the poor, the
blind, the oppressed, and all who call on His name.
In the second reading, St. James encourages the ear-
ly Christian community to be patient as they wait for
the coming of the Lord. He compares this waiting to
a farmer who must trust the process of growth. Just
as the earth produces fruit in its proper time, God’s
promises will also be fulfilled.
In the Gospel, Jesus responds to the questions of
John the Baptist, who is in prison and seeking con-
firmation about the Messiah. Jesus points to His
works, healing the sick, giving sight to the blind,
raising the dead, and preaching Good News to the
poor, fulfilling exactly what Isaiah had foretold.
Therefore, as we light the rose candle this Sunday,
let us rejoice, for the Lord is near, His promises are
true, and His saving love continues to break into our
world.
Have a blessed Third Week of Advent! God Bless

You All!!

Intention
December 15 — December 21

Monday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
+ Toni Pampuch
Tuesday: 6:00 p.m. St. Mary

Exposition and Confession at 5:00 p.m.
Jane M. (For Health)
Wednesday: 6:30 a.m. St. Bartholomew

+ Hilde Grulkowski
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew

Exposition and Confession at 9:00 a.m.

+ Janet Gibbons
Friday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
+ Ray Mertes

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. St. Mary
For the Poor Souls in Purgatory
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. St. Bartholomew

+

+ Richard & Diane Lynch

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. St. Bartholomew
+ Bill Schuth

Sunday: 10:30 a.m. St. Mary

All the People of Our Parishes

LAST SUNDAY'S OFFERING

SBT SMG
Envelopes $4,552.00 $2,381.00
Plate 213.50 155.00
Electronic Dep. 484.45 204.81
Immaculate Conc. 431.00 258.00
Christmas Flowers  770.00 300.00
Youth Envelopes 5.00 0.00
Total Offering $6,455.95 $ 3,298.81

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR SATURDAY, Dec. 20
St. Mary 4:00 p.m.

Ushers: LaVonne Peterson, Volunteer
Lector: Sheila Collom
Comm. Min: Doreen Emerson

St. Bartholomew 5:30 p.m.
Ushers: Phil Palzkill, Volunteer
Lector: Greg Goltz
Servers: John Severson
Comm. Min: Suzanne Lane

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAY, Dec. 21
St. Bartholomew 8:30 a.m.
Ushers: Tony Suchla, Chaes Suchla
Lector: Missy Ganz
Servers: Nolan Lilla, Chloe Lilla
Comm. Min: Missy Ganz
St. Mary 10:30 a.m.
Ushers: Steve Grover, Justin Sagler
Lector: Ellen Karow
Servers: Sarah Sagler
Comm. Min.: Ellen Karow

Counters: Judy Kowalewski, Lori Mahoney

FAMILY PRAYER CORNER:

At 7:00 p.m. Every evening all parish families are asked
to pray: 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary and 1 Glory Be to
the Father with this intention in mind: Pray for
Mother Mary to help give peace to the Americas, the
world and in our families.

Personal Prayer Request: For one of your doctors.




ATTENTION ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISHIONERS

¢+ Welcome to our new parishioner: Derek Remen.

¢ PCCW is again sponsoring 2 families this Christmas season. A larger family of 5. The “large” family is
ONLY on Red, Yellow and Green candle tags and need to be returned to the Church no later than Dec. 18th.
Please drop off the wrapped gift(s) with ONLY the top portion of the candle, keep the bottom for your
scrapbooking or recycle. Any questions please contact Jessi Haney at 507-459-3151.

¢ Decorating the church after the 8:30 am Mass on December 21. The more people to help the faster we can
get it looking beautiful for Christmas. Please stay and help. Thanks!

¢ Need prayers for any health or anxiety issue - big or small. Contact the prayer chain, Doreen Backler, 608-
534-6118, Ethel Ouellette, 608-534-6520 or the Knights of Columbus (Greg Goltz) @ 608-865-1518.

ATTENTION ST. MARY PARISHIONERS
OUR MISSION: To love God, love others and go make disciples!
OUR VISION: To awaken the faithful, reach the Lost, and make Church matter!
¢+ SMG Advent cleaning is Monday, December 15, 4-6 pm. Please come help for all or part of this time. We
have jobs for all abilities. Men & Women are needed!
¢+ ST MARY FINANCE COUNCIL meeting rescheduled for Tuesday December 16 at 6:30 in the rectory.
+ RESCUE Project Planning Meeting, Tuesday, December 16™, 2:00 pm, St. Mary’s Rectory.
¢ Need God’s Help? Contact St. Mary’s Prayer Chain, Ellen Karow 608-582-2688 or ekarow@hotmail.com or
the Knights of Columbus (Greg Goltz) @ 608-865-1518.
¢ FOLLOWING SUNDAY MASS: Prayer for healing & other needs. A prayer team is available to pray with you.

ADVENT & YOU (Prepare the way of the Lord!)
+ Prepare the way for the coming King:
+ extend an Advent invitation, deliver a small blessing bag, or pray with someone who needs peace.

St. Mary’s PCCW Advent project 2025

Two charities have been chosen — The GET Food Pantry and Project Milk for the Casa Hogar mission. Pro-
ceeds from our bake sale and basket raffle on December 6 will be given to these groups.

All parish members are invited to help by leaving donations of food in the box at the entrance to the church
or if making a cash donation, placed in an envelope in the collection basket. Checks should be written to St.
Mary PCCW.

COMMUNICATION TO ALL

¢ Please join us on December 20th in the church hall for a study of the book of Revelation. We will be
studying Chapters eight through eleven. Please bring your bible and a notebook. Join us for one or many
classes. You will learn so much about your faith.

o LIVING WATER! prayer meeting, Sunday evening, December 14", 6:00-7:30 PM, St. Mary’s Rectory.
Following: “There is more! Come up higher! (Part 2 of 4)” with Fr. Joshua Fons, St. Patrick’s Parish, New
Brighten, MI.

¢ They gave their lives in service - now they need your help. For decades, women and men religious have
cared for others, teaching, praying, and serving those in need. Many now face retirement without sufficient
savings. Your support ensures they receive the care they deserve. Let us now offer them the dignity they have
so selflessly granted to others. Your generosity today is not just a donation—it’s a way of thanking them for
their lifelong service. Please be generous to the Retirement Fund for Religious. There will be a second
collection today for the Retirement Fund for Religious.

¢ This summer and fall, 3,622 of our people participated in 40 listening sessions to help launch E .-E
Rebuild My Church, an ongoing effort of renewal and pastoral planning for our Diocese. Stay r
tuned for regular updates. You can view the recording of the listening sessions, and see the latest
updates here: www.diolc.org/rebuildmychurch/updates

Diocesan Annual Appeal

Target: Pledged: Under: % Reached
SBT: $24,255.00 $19,040.00 $5,215.00 78%

SMG: $14,760.00 $8,505.00 $6,255.00 58%



http://www.diolc.org/rebuildmychurch/updates
mailto:ekarow@hotmail.com
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Take a tag from the tree for
Our Christmas Family.
Return the gift by the 18th.

CATHOLIC ORDER OF FORESTERS

Life Insurance and Annuities
Contact your local insurance agent

Roger H. Klein, Sr.
800-985-5036

DIAMOND FLOORING
Specializing in Traditional
Hardwood Floors
Tony Suchla 507-459-3917

your.diamond.floor@gmail.com | rklein@catholicforester.org

THANK YOU FOR ALL
YOUR BUSINESS!
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FOOD « FAMILY - FUN

GREYLAK
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Thomas Greylak,
AWMA, AIF®
www.greylakwealth.com
608-784-9100
thomas.greylak@lpl.com

Take the short drive to Holmen
Weekend: Breakfast 7am-11am

{oorcrezfters

Phone: 608-534-5055

Wed - Sun Prime Rib Daily Specials We’d Love to be Your Flooring Guys!
Wed - Fri Open 5pm Friday Fish Fry N5570 Frontage Road, Onalaska
Sat - Sun Open 4pm 608-526-3600 608-783-1088
608-539-2251 www.featuresinholmen.com floorcraftersonline.com
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¥ RE/MAX RESULTS
The Sheryl Reedy Team

(608)-582-3338
16858 5 1st 5t Galesville, WT 54630
www_sherylreedy.com | sheryli@sherylresdy com

St. Mary’s PCCW

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

e

Galesville, Wisconsin
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GILBERTSON CONCRETE .
JPK Plumbing &
Contact Jared Gilbertson at .
(507) 450-7452  gilbertsonconcrete@gmail.com Excavatlng
DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS, SIDEWALKS AND MORE TrempealeaU, Ettrick,
EXCAVATION AND DEMOLITION Galesville

608-780-0297

SERVING TREMPEALEAU, GALESVILLE,
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Attorney Scott J. Curtis
Estate Planning, Business
Planning, Real Estate, Tax
Scott@lacrosselaw.com
608-687-9911www.lacrosselaw.com

Lewiston Monument Co.

Jim Kennedy
Trempealeau 608-534-6086

www.lewistonmonument.com

"Licensed in WI and MN"

Find us on
Facebook!

/> Bluff View Bank

Galesville 608-582-2233
Trempealeau 608-534-7780
Holmen 608-526-6483

Focused On You

www.bluffviewbank.com

Boon Docks Locker Room
N14433 County Rd M,
Galesville, WI
Open 7 Days a week
for Breakfast
Monday - Friday 7 a.m.
Saturday - Sunday 6:30 a.m.
Weekly Lunch Specials
Senior Meals:
Wednesday and Thursday
Reservations are required.
608-582-4401

WE DO MORE

507-452-7231

Steel and Iron Foundry

Centerville Welding & Big Toy Storage
Container Sales & Storage Units
Locations in Centerville & Arcadia
Call 608-304-0004
Email CentervilleWelding@gmail.com

Gales vivlrle --_Melr;ﬁsé

608-582-2746 608-488-2441

Downtown
Galesville
608-582-2517
Great Burgers
omemade Pizza

€st1972 2 Daily Specials!
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