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Parochial Administrator: Father Sebastian Saleth Pitchai
Phone: 608-534-6652
Deacon Kent Jacobson
Contact Parish office at: St. Bartholomew,11646 South Street, Trempealeau 54661
Our website: www.saintbartholomew.net
Emails: Fr. Sebastian - ssebastian@diolclergy.org
Secretary: Cherie - secretary@stmstb.diolcparish.org

Parish Councils

St. Bartholomew Parish
Finance: Dan Lilla, Ed Smith, Roger Amundson, Larry Sonsalla, Tom Greylak, Patty Behan, Kris Krett, Laurelle
Lettner, Joe Plunger.

Pastoral: Cherie Schwertel, Darlene Schlesser, Roger Amundson, Daniel Lilla, Rebecca Lamberty, Al Joyce,
Candice Guenther, Kay Richtman.

St. Mary Parish
Finance: Tom Ladwig, Dave Mueller, Becky Harris, Sandy Salsman, Bruce Reedy, Roger Betthauser, Don Teska,

Pastoral: Kent Jacobson, Dave Mueller, Cindy Baer, Alice Baldini, Sarah Sagler



Rejoice, The Savior is Near

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, the third Sunday of Ad-
vent is a Sunday of joy (Gaudete). Having come thus far
in our journey, the Church says to us that we must con-
tinue our journey with new zeal and expectation.

In the first reading Isaiah bursts out in Joy as he experi-
enced the divine presence and hand of God tremendous-
ly at work in his life and mission: “The Spirit of the Lord
has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me
to...” This is a song of joy and satisfaction of an em-
powered person. He recounts what God has done in his
life.

We are filled to be strengthened for the last phase of our
journey this Advent. So, in appreciation for this, we
shout for joy to the Lord. This is the great joy that Gau-
date Sunday provokes. That is, the joy that our Savior is
near.

Our second reading is an explicit exaltation from Paul to
us, especially on this great and joy-filled Sunday of Ad-
vent. First, it is an exaltation to be happy, joyful, and
cheerful because our journey so far has been so good.

Second, it is an exaltation to “Pray constantly,” to be
vigilant. Therefore, for Gaudate Sunday to be truly
meaningful, it must provoke a great feeling of joy and
thankfulness.

The gospel reading of today is the prophecy and clarion
call of the “Prophet of Prophets,” John the Baptist. He
says that: “The voice that cries in the wilderness, make a
straight way for the Lord.” 1t is a way of keeping us
alert so that we do not lose focus of where we are actual-
ly going to: “It is NOT Christmas yet!” The joy of this
Sunday foreshadows the fullness of joy that Christmas
brings.

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, as we rejoice
today, God will not fail us until we have received Christ,
the fullness of our joy and salvation. Surely, He will not
fail us because: “All His promises are yes and amen.”

Have a Blessed Gaudate Sunday. God Bless You All!

Intentions
December 18 - December 24

Monday: NO MASS
Tuesday: 6:00 p.m. St. Mary

Exposition and Confession at 5:00 p.m.
+ Eileen Harrison
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
Rick Kowalewski
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
Exposition and Confession at 9:00 a.m.
Roger “Jesse” James
Friday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
Robert Gloede
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. St. Mary

+ Living and Deceased of the Klein & Hammer Families

+

+

+

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. St. Bartholomew
+ For the Poor Souls in Purgatory

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. St. Bartholomew
+  Deceased Members of the Suchla Family

Sunday: 10:30 a.m. St. Mary
All the People of Our Parishes

LAST SUNDAY'S OFFERING

SBT SM6
Envelopes $2,643.00 $ 785.00
Plate 283.00 193.25
Electronic Dep. 683.15 197.40
Christmas Flowers 125.00 90.00
Rel. Retire. Fund  539.00 370.61
Youth Envelopes 12.00 2.00
Total Offering  $4,285.15 $1,638.26

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR SATURDAY, Dec. 23
ST. MARY- 4:00 p.m.

Ushers: Sandy Salsman, Volunteer
Lectors: Becky Harris
ST. BARTHOLOMEW - 5:30 p.m.
Ushers: Phil Palzkil, Volunteer
Server: John Severson
Lectors: Kirk Shimek
Communion Minister: Karen Shimek

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAY Dec. 24

ST. BARTHOLOMEW - 8:30 a.m.
Ushers: Craig Boyer, Jason Hilton
Servers: Jaylen Hilton, Logan Hammel
Lectors: Anne Bagley
Communion Minister: Anne Bagley

ST. MARY-10:30 a.m.

Ushers: Steve Grover, Justin Sagler
Lectors: Cindy Anderson
Servers: Sarah Sagler

Counters: Dan Kelleher, Lori Mahoney

FAMILY PRAYER CORNER:

At 7:00 p.m. Every evening all parish families are
asked to pray: 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary and 1 Glory
Be to the Father with this intention in mind: For all
people that they may have a joyful life

Personal Prayer Request: For a sister or brother
(living or deceased).




Christmas Mass Schedule

St. Mary’s St. Bartholomew’s
Caroling starts at 3:35 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve: 4:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Christmas Day: 10:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m.

ATTENTION ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISHIONERS.

¢+ Welcome to Jacob Thompson and Mary Barbara Wood. They have registered in our parish.1

¢ Please volunteer for Ministries on the sign-up sheet, on the table in the vestibule for Christmas Masses.

¢ Need prayers for any health or anxiety issue - big or small. Contact the prayer chain, Doreen Backler, 608-
534-6118, Ethel Ouellette, 608-534-6520 or the Knights of Columbus (Greg Goltz) @ 608-865-1518.

ATTENTION ST. MARY PARISHIONERS
OUR MISSION: To love God, love others and go make disciples!
OUR VISION: To awaken the faithful, reach the Lost, and make Church matter!
¢ St. Mary’s PCCW Advent Project: We are collecting items for the Galesville Elementary School. Items
needed are individually wrapped (non-peanut) snacks, child size mittens and hats, place in the box in the en-
trance. Monetary donations are also appreciated to pay for students who can not afford to pay filed trip fees.
Make checks out to St. Mary’s PCCW and placed in an envelope, these can be put into the collection basket.
¢ Christmas Church Cleaning- December 18th 4:00-6:00 at St. Mary's. Please come help for a couple
hours to get our church ready for this special holiday. When we get a good turnout for this event our efforts as
a church family working together really show how much we care.
¢ Please pick up your church envelopes for 2024. They are in the vestibule of the church.
+ NEED GOD’S HELP? Contact St. Mary’s Prayer Chain, Ellen Karow 582-2688 or ekarow@hotmail.com
or the Knights of Columbus (Greg Goltz) @ 608-865-1518.
¢ OCIA Thursday evening, Dec. 21%, 6:15 PM, St. Mary’s Rectory. SYMBOLON 1.5: Who is Jesus? - Just a
Good Man or Lord of Our Lives?

PASTORAL COUNCIL ITEM FOR YOU:

+ OUR VISION: “Awaken the faithful, reach the lost, make church matter.”

+ Who are the faithful? Generally, those initiated into the Church through Baptism, Confirmation & Eucharist.

+ Who’s asleep? The 83% of those who don’t go to Mass weekly; the 38% who don’t know the teachings of the
Church (especially that of the Real Presence of Christ — Body, Blood, Soul & Divinity — in the consecrated host); &
those living as, what the Bishops call, “baptized pagans.”

+ God, through His Word & His Church, call all in these conditions to wake up! To change! To learn! To live!

COMMUNICATION TO ALL

¢ Confessions: Our children at St. Bartholomew’s will get a chance to receive confession on Wednesday
evening during their classes. Parents may come if they would are interested. Father is willing to hear
confessions at anytime, please call the office to let him know when you are coming.

¢ Christmas Eve Masses. St. Mary’s singing starts at 3:35pm for the 4pm Mass. St. Bartholomew’s starts at
7:30pm for the 8pm Mass. Please come, listen and join with us. There will be narration between carols to tell
the story of Mary and Joseph and what was happening while they were traveling to Bethlehem.

¢ Our women and men religious offer gratitude. A sister shares, “I thank the Lord for all who give. I don’t
think we would make it without them.” Thank you for giving to the Retirement Fund for Religious last week.
Your donation makes a difference in the lives of elderly women and men religious. To learn more about how
your gifts helps, visit retiredreligious.org.

o LIVING WATER! Sunday evening, Dec. 17", 6:00-7:30 PM, St. Mary’s Rectory. Teaching on “Mission —
Our Deepest Identity” with Lavinia Spirito.

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL: Please remember to turn in your pledge card for the annual appeal
The assessment for our churches and the amount collected thus far are given below:

St. Bartholomew Target $ 23,530.00;  Pledged as of 12/14/23 $14,295.00
St. Mary Target $13,050.00;  Pledged as of 12/14/23 $ 2,735.00
As you can see, we have a long way to go on this appeal. lease help to provide important services that benefit

our parishes.



mailto:ekarow@hotmail.com

Jhank you te cur sponsons. Please frequent these special businesses!

WATKOWSKI-MULYCK
FUNERAL HOME

Licensed in Minnesota and Wisconsin

Knights of Columbus
Marynook Council 6487
Galesville Ettrick
Trempealeau

Grand Knight: Greg Goltz
Finance Sec: Kirk Shimek
Treasurer: Ed Smith

Custom Carpet Service

Greg Gillmeister Est. 1970
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Dries Fast  608-534-5020

Call Spring, Summer or Fall.

BURIAL & CEEMATION OPTIONS
PRE-ARFANGEMENT PLANNING

(507) 452-2782

Answer the Call.
Become a Knight.

B Proposer #JR; / g 3

B kofc.org/join

Downtown
Galesville
608-582-2517
Great Burgers
Homemade Pizza
Daily Specials!

€S1.1972

I76E. Samda 5t Winona, MM 55087  www waikewsk -mulyck com
Bob’s Home Heating and Cooling Silbhid HAPPY
507-454-3814 A e BIRTHDAY
Heating * AC * Duct Cleaning
ROGER
~=h .4 AMUNDSON
DECEMBER 20

St. Bartholomew’s
PCCW

GREYLAK
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Merry Christmas!

CATHOLIC ORDER OF FORESTERS

Thomas Greylak, AWMA®
www.s-gwealth.com
608-784-9100

RENT THIS SPACE |Life Insurance and Annuities
Contact your local insurance agent:
$125/YEAR Roger H. Klein, Sr.
$5/'WEEK AD 800-985-5036

rklein@catholicforester.org -

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT!

ﬂr Wed - Sun Prime Rib
i — Wed - Frl Open 5pm
b= BEEDLES =/ Sat - Sun Open 4pm

608-539-2251

thomas.greylak@lpl.com
FOOD + FAMILY - FUN
Take the short drive to Holmen HAPPY
Weekend: Breakfast 7am-11am i ANNIVERSARY
Daily Specials
Friday Fish Fry MIKE & MARY
www.featuresinholmen.com - DECEMBER 21

River Café
Open: Wed-Mon
‘ . 6:30am - 2:30pm
Trempeatesu, wi Breakfast & Lunch
23991 3" St., Trempealeau, W1
Phone: 608-534-5055

awer Car,

V. = S
Open 5:30 a.m-10:00 p.m.
24 Hour Gas Pump

24013 3rd St. Trempealeau
Phone: 608-534-7400

Attorney Scott J. Curtis
Estate Planning, Business
Planning, Real Estate, Tax
Scott@lacrosselaw.com

608-687-9911www.lacrosselaw.com
17S. Main St. Fountain City, WI 54629

v Donna Critzman

608-783-6441
THE |ﬂ5Ufﬁﬂ(E CENTER Sales Representative

701 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska, W1
Health — Medicare — Life —
Annuities- Final Expense

¥ RE/MAX RESULTS
The Sheryl Reedy Team
(608)-382-3338
16850 S 15t 5t Galesville, WI 54630
www_sherylreedy.com | sheryl@sheryireedy.com

»

St. Mary’s PCCW

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

e

Galesville, Wisconsin

/. I

B&APPSJ{&Y Lewiston Monument Co.
THD Jim Kennedy

BRUCE Trempealeau 608-534-6086
BRENENGEN

www.lewistonmonument.com

DECEMBER 18

HAPPY JPK Plumbing &
BIRTHDAY Excavating
EMMETT Trempealeau, Ettrick,
SCHWERTEL Galesville

s — 2

DECEMBER 18 608-780-0297

ﬁ/) Bluff View Bank

Galesville 608-582-2233 Focused On You
Trempealeau 608-534-7780

Holmen 608-526-6483

Find us on
Facebook! FDic

www.bluffviewbank.com

Boon Docks Locker Room
N14433 County Rd M,
Galesville, WI
Open 7 Days a week
for Breakfast
Monday - Friday 7 a.m.

Yp
o?«'z “f? Centerville Welding & Big Toy Storage
< Container Sales & Storage Units
CA Locations in Centerville & Arcadia

Call 608-304-0004

Weekly Lunch Specials
Senior Meals:
Monday-Friday and
Reservations are required.
608-582-4401

WE DO MORE
507-452-7231

Saturday - Sunday 6:30 a.m. |

Steel and Iron Foundry

REMEMBER
FuNERAL HOMES TO TURN IN YOUR
R DIOCESAN
Galesville Melrose| ANNUAL APPEAL
608-582-2746 608-488-2441
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