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St. Mary Parish
Finance: Tom Ladwig, Dave Mueller, Becky Harris, Sandy Salsman, Bruce Reedy, Roger Betthauser, Don Teska,
Nate Miller.
Pastoral: Kent Jacobson, Dave Mueller, Cindy Baer



THE MYSTERY OF THE MAGI

During the Christmas and Epiphany season, the
story of the three wise men is accepted as part of the
seasonal charm. In Christmas pageants everywhere
(except, perhaps, this year), young boys will dress up in
their ‘royal’ robes and crowns, carrying little boxes, and
process behind the Bethlehem star.

But did it really happen?

Thinking the story of the Magi a myth, very few
scholars (including one of my favorites) have taken the
time to investigate thoroughly the origin and identity
of the Magi. However, digging into Near East history
and archeology, eventually brings to light an almost
forgotten ancient civilization.

Matthew said the Wise Men were “from the East.”
After Jerusalem’s destruction, Christianity’s center
shifted north and west to Asia Minor, Greece and
Rome. Thus. many came to think of the east as Persia.
However, Matthew’s Gospel was written in Judea to
the Jews there. “The East” for them was the Arabian
Peninsula. In the Old Testament the “people of the East”
were always the nomadic tribes of Arabia. The Persians
come from the North. The earliest Christian witness
outside the New Testament, Justin Martyr, also from
Judea, also states that the Wise Men came from Arabia.

These men would have been diplomats from the
neighboring kingdom of Nabatea, whose capital was
the city of Petra. Their king, Aretas IV, had every
motivation to cement an alliance with Herod the Great.
When his magi discerned that a new heir to the Judean
throne was born, he sent them as envoys to Herod to
pay homage. Their gifts were diplomatic offerings,
representative of the Arabian kingdom. And with a
Jewish background, knowing the OIld Testament
prophecies, they would also have been searching for the
coming Messiah.

Why is it important to uncover the identity of
the three wise men?

It’s important because so many people today put the
story of Christ’s birth into the same “magical box” with
the other charming stories of Christmas like talking
snowmen, Santa and his elves, flying reindeer, and
everything full of fairy dust, twinkle lights, and magic.

Grounding the magi story in the dusty history of the
ancient Middle East reminds us that the Gospel stories
are not fanciful fictions, pretty Sunday school stories or
religious parables.

History matters because truth matters!

Our faith does not rest on “cleverly devised myths” (2
Peter 1:16), but on historical fact and the revelation of
God, “like a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts” (2 Peter
1:19).

At that first Christmas, Eternal Truth took on
human flesh and entered human history. God is Truth!
Thus the truth of the Magi matters.

God bless!
Dcn. Kent

Intentions
January 4 - January 10

Monday: NO MASS
Tuesday: 6:00 p.m. St. Mary
Exposition and Confession at 5:00 p.m.
+ Tammy Schindler-Johnson
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
+ Dolores Wojciechowski

Thursday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
Exposition and Confession at 9:00 a.m.
+ Joyce Giemza
Friday: 10:00 a.m. St. Bartholomew
+ Dorothy Chuchna
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. St. Mary
+ Brookes & Dorothy Smith
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. St. Bartholomew
+ Betty & Monica Knepper

The Mass will be live streamed on the Facebook
named: MotherMary Galesville so search for this face-
book. You can also find the link in the groups of both
parishes. If you can’t reach this facebook call Father
Antony at 6088811401.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR Jan. 9
ST. MARY- 4:00 p.m.

Ushers: Ellen Karow, Sandy Salsman
Lector: Sheila Collom

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR Jan. 10
ST. BARTHOLOMEW - 8:30 a.m.

Ushers: Jim Scherr, Scott Lamberty
Lector: Shannon Krett

CHRISTMAS & LAST SUNDAY'S OFFERING

SBT SMG
Envelopes $2,845.00 $3,395.00
Plate 0.00 22.00
Electronic Dep 193.88 0.00
Christmas Env. 4,989.00 1,295.00
Christmas Plate 232.00 179.00
Christmas Flowers 15.00 0.00
Youth Envelopes 3.00 0.00

Total Offering $8,277.88 $4.891.00



https://www.ancient-origins.net/history-famous-people/surprising-links-between-alexander-great-and-christianity-005814
https://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-ancient-writings/liesborn-gospel-book-and-its-mysterious-prayer-wheel-003583

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ST. MARY
TARGET: $23,300.00 $11,520.00
PLEDGES: $19,691.00 $ 8,025.00
UNDER TARGET: $ 3,609.00 $ 3,495.00

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL

*

ATTENTION ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISHIONERS

Religious Education classes will start again on Wednesday, January 13 at 6:15 p.m.

PCCW meeting is Tuesday, January 12 at 6:30 in the church hall.

St. Bartholomew parishioners may pick up their 2021 envelopes in the vestibule of church starting this
weekend. If you know someone is not coming to church at this time, please pick up their envelopes and drop
them off for them. Thank you.

Need prayers for any health or anxiety issue - big or small. Contact the prayer chain, Doreen Backler, 608-534
-6118 or Ethel Ouellette, 608-534-6520.

Christmas Flowers Donations: By Evelyn Jessessky - IMO: Louis Jessessky, Mr & Mrss. Hubert Drugan,
Teddy Jessessky, Gen Rognes & Mr. & Mrs. Tom Jessessky; By Delores Hare - IMO: Howard Hare.

* & o o

ATTENTION ST. MARY PARISHIONERS

OUR MISSION: To love God, love others and go make disciples!
Religious Education classes will start again on Wednesday, January 13 at 6:15 p.m.
PCCW will meet January 12, 6:30 in the church basement.
Finance Council will meet January 25, in the rectory.
St. Mary parishioners may pick up their 2021 envelopes in the vestibule of the church starting this weekend. If
you know someone is not coming to church at this time, please pick up their envelopes and drop them off for
them. Thank you.
NEED GOD’S HELP? Contact St. Mary’s Prayer Chain, Ellen Karow 582-2688 or ekarow(@hotmail.com.

COMMUNICATION TO ALL

Diocesan Annual Appeal as you can see from the box on the top of this page that both of our
churches have not meet our targets for this appeal. Our parishes need over $3,000 to reach our
target. There has been only 37 families from St. Mary’s who have given and only 74 families
from St. Bartholomew’s who have given. Please take the time and give to the annual appeal
today, so that we can reach our target.

St. Mary’s parishioners, we have a big project coming up. Our windows need repairs and we
have noticed that there is air coming in through them, making it colder in the building. We will
need to raise $35,000 to $40,000 to cover the Window Protectors and repairs for this project.
As a Pastor, [ want you to donate money for this project.

Christ Our Cornerstone campaign is to restore our Mother Church, St. Joseph the Workman
Cathedral in La Crosse. The Cathedral belongs to every catholic in the dioceses of the La
Crosse. We must make sure that the building is kept up and repaired just like it is our house.
Once the repairs are made we should be making visits to the Cathedral at least once a year,
because it is our Mother Church. Father Antony will talk about this campaign on January 13
and explain more about it.

Sunday Mass on TV: La Crosse, Channel 25, at 7:30 a.m.
Eau Claire, Channel 18, at 9:30 a.m.
La Crosse, Channel 19, at 9:30 a.m.



mailto:ekarow@hotmail.com

Jhank you te cur sponsons. Please frequent these special businesses!

WATKOWSKI-MULYCK
FUNERAL HOME

Licensed in Minnesota and Wisconsin

Knights of Columbus
Marynook Council 6487
Galesville Ettrick
Trempealeau

Grand Knight: Greg Goltz
Finance Sec: Kirk Shimek

ASBROOHES
BROOKES IMPLEMENT LLC.

DEALER OF NEW & USED EQUIPMENT
SALES, SERVICE, AND RENTAL OF BOBCATS

17668 N Main Street
Galesville, WI 54630

Bob’s Home Heating and Cooling
507-454-3814
Heating * AC * Duct Cleaning

i

We offer financial security through life
-8 insurance & annuities while creating
- ;’ social, spiritual & charitable opportunities.

Roger Klein | 800-985-5036
rklein@catholicf: .org

R

BRINGING CATHOLIC VALUES TO LIFE 20-01-022G-1 RK1458
CATHOLIC ORDER OF FORESTERS
A CATHOLIC FRATERNAL BENEFIT LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY SINCE 1883
355 Shuman Boulevard, Naperville, IL 60563-1270

800-552-0145 | catholicforesterorg | 1 © W @ @

Wed— Sun Prime Rib
Wed-Fri OPEN 5pm
Sat - Sun OPEN 12pm

THANKS FOR
ALL YOUR SUPPORT!

Heatures
R/

FOOD + FAMILY - FUN

B & TION OPTIONS Treasurer: Ed Smith P i
PRE-ARR ANGEMENT PLANNING JPK Plumbing & Custon.n Ca.rpet Service
Excavating Greg Gillmeister Est. 1970
(507} 4 52—2 TBZ Trempealeau, Ettrick, Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
. ) i Galesville *Natural Cleaning Available*
376E. Samia St Winoma, MN 55987 worw-watkewski-mlyck com 608-780-0297 Dries Fast ~ 608-534-5020
ﬁ’bti Hours: i HAPPY St. Bartholomew’s
ép ﬁr& T e Satm M\ BIRTEDAY PCCW GREYLAK
Thumday_saturday L 7 DAVE WE A}I Y’H A\"\A\':\‘(}l MENT
Sunday-open at 9 AW /@ MUELLER Next meeting January 12
Call 608-582-2672 — JANUARY 3

Thomas Greylak, AWMA®
www.s-gwealth.com
608-784-9100
thomas.greylak@lpl.com

Take the short drive to Holmen
Weekend: Breakfast 7am-Noon
Daily Specials
Friday: All you can eat Fish Fry
608-526-3600
www.featuresinholmen.com

CASPAR
MELCHIOR
BALTHASAR

@wer Carg  River Café

Open: Wed-Mon
g 6:30am - 2:30pm
Trempeateau. Wi Breakfast & Lunch
23991 3" St., Trempealeau, W1
Phone: 608-534-5055

R €

N>
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Open 5:30 a.m-10:00 p.m.
24 Hour Gas Pump
24013 3rd St. Trempealeau
Phone: 608-534-7400

Critzman Auto

Body

“On the Square”
Galesville, WI

507-452-7231

HAPPY
oy BIRTHDAY
: STACEY
d STELLPFLUG
— JANUARY 3

Donna Critzman
608-783-6441
L |ﬂ5U FCE (ETE Sales Representative
701 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska, WI
Health — Medicare — Life —
Annuities- Final Expense

RE/MAX First Choice

16859 South 1st St, Galesville

Sheryl Reedy

RE/MAX )
Realtor ®, Broker Associate, GRL, CRS
608-582-3338
Website: www.SherylReedy.com
w 24/7 Photo Tours
\ o o
f ] Jailhouse Saloon

W25644 State Rd 35/54

o b Centersille WI 54661
& Ph: 608-539-JAIL (5245)
www,jailhousesalaon.coin

1 o Qpen at L1am, 7 days a week
T QLI‘E Wi Bar & Grill
»&ﬁ’:ﬁ.’fﬂm o o hime! Homemade Pizza

Lewiston Monument Co.

Jim Kennedy
Trempealeau 608-534-6086

www.lewistonmonument.com

Gold for Christ’s Kingship.
Incense for His Divinity.

Myrrh for His Sacrifice on
the Cross.

Boon Docks Locker Room
N14433 County Rd M,
Galesville, WI
Open 7 Days a week
for Breakfast
Monday - Friday 7 a.m.

15504 Waast First fem, Bttrick.  508-535-3371

Homs Awts Business Farm

r- Rural Mutual | Saturday - Sunday 6:30 a.m.

. Iresaranc Compay Weekly Lunch Specials

I — Senior Meals:
T]"ELHU“ Tuesday-Thursday and

Reservations are required.
608-582-4401

24480 Third St | Tremp.

Bluff View

16893 S Main St | Galesville Wi | 608-582-2233

ealeau WI | 608-534-7780

2200 Staphorst Ln | Holmen WI | 608-526-6483

Centerville Welding & Big Toy Storage
Container Sales & Storage Units
Locations in Centerville & Arcadia
Call 608-304-0004 Email CentervilleWelding@gmail.com

Gales viﬂe

_—‘Meilvrose

608-582-2746

608-488-2441

Attorney Scott J. Curtis
Estate Planning, Business
Planning, Real Estate, Tax
Scott@lacrosselaw.com

608-687-9911www.lacrosselaw.com
17S. Main St. Fountain City, WI 54629
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